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We have been evolving not only in body but also in thought.  This is one of the first messages given to us by Aldo Leopold in The Land Ethic.  We first thought only of ourselves, but given time, we saw the benefit of also caring for other individuals.  Eventually, we also saw the society of man as a whole and attempted to act kindly to it, giving it rights and a vote.  We have not yet developed a similar ethic for the land.  We know what we should do, we already have that part of the land ethic, but we do not represent this in our true thoughts, as seen by our actions.  Looking through the perspective of our actions, it is obvious we see the land as something which should belong to us, but is resisting.  The more it resists, the more we ignore its message and try harder to control it, force it to submit to our will and yield its treasure, when really the riches were, and still can be, right there for our taking.  The land is something made up of organisms as structured for their environment as we are for ours.  We have to respect the land as something bigger than ourselves, something that gives us everything we are, have been, or will ever be.  We must respect and live with, as part of, the land, because that is the only way we will continue to thrive as we have.  We must as a species understand, for our distinguishing trait is the comprehension of that which nothing else can, that we were created from the land and it is only from the land that we can remain as powerful as we are today.  We have to remove the A-B cleavage with the education and understanding for the environment, especially its complexity and power, that we have been lacking from long before The Land Ethic was written to today.

However there is one crucial piece of the ethic that we must create which I believe understanding for is unacceptably missing throughout both groups: the glimmer of hope, the idea that this is not a lost battle.  We have been this environmentally minded before.  We have lived off the land and lived as one of its inhabitants, not its ruler, because we understood that that is what we truly are.  We are, however, the only species with the power and brains to ignore this fundamental message of equality that we have struggled with even among ourselves.  The consequences of this mistake are infinity more dire to our species than a dictator, because it spells the end of us all.  However, have corrected this before, and we can today.  We have lived with life before, for millions of years, and we can today, despite 10,000 years of mistakes.

