

A Sand County Almanac helped me to reflect on the meaning of true wildness. I never really thought about how the ‘fear of the unknown’ influences us on a regular basis. We are often afraid to go somewhere and do things that we haven’t done before because we don’t know what it could lead to. This is why we are afraid to swim in the deep ocean or explore uncharted territory. However, I think this fear is healthy and the wild needs to remain wild because it forms memories and experiences that shape your future life. Some argue that there is only a monetary value on land, but I agree with Leopold that it is worth much more than that. He says, “It is inconceivable to me that an ethical relation to land can exist without love, respect, and admiration for land, and a high regard for its value. By value, I of course mean something far broader than mere economic value; I mean value in the philosophical sense.” Here, Leopold explains that you can not interact with the land if you do not understand it. Some builders who want to tear down an entire forest so they can build houses and make money do not understand the negative effects this has on the land and environment because they do not interact with the land. If they had more experiences with the wild, I’m sure their position would be much different. The benefits of wild land are indescribable. You don’t fully realize them until later in life because it shapes everyone in different ways. Leopold says, “In short, a land ethic changes the role of Homo sapiens from conqueror of the land-community to plain member and citizen of it. It implies respect for his fellow-members, and also respect for the community as such.” This explains how if we follow a land ethic and treat it well then instead of conquering everything and leaving no wild, everyone will be able to share the land as a community. It is much like the Commons. Although it is human nature to make decisions based what is best for ourselves (or plant more sheep), we need to make wiser decisions that will benefit the entire community (like only having 10 sheep). Together, this can create a much better community to live in. Personally, I enjoyed Leopold’s opinions about the land and I agree with him all the way. If only we could make everyone in the world read this book and realize how much we are damaging the environment and ultimately hurting ourselves by eliminating the wild. 

